Diabetes Casefinding Activities

In the fiscal year ending June  1959, 19 States, 1 Territories, and the District of Columbia
reported diaoetes screening activities to the Public Health Service.    A total of 176,893 persons
was reported tested in programs throughout the United States with an additional  19,19^  screened
in the Territories,    Over 7,000 persons or 4 percent of those tested screened positive.    Table 17
summarizes these results by State.    Figure 8 shows the geographic distribution of screening
activities.    The figures shown refer only to persons screened in organized community programs.
The number of persons tested in private physicians' offices, hospitals, and private clinics is not
known.

Table  18 shows the results of diabetes casefinding programs,    Only programs including
procedures for followup to diagnosis are included in this table.    For all programs reporting,
the rate of newly discovered diabetes was 7.2 per   1,000 persons tested.    This rate varied
greatly from State to State.   Since method of testing, criteria for screening positive, the popu-
lation tested, and other factors differed greatly from State to State and from project to project,
no epidemiologic significance can be attached to these differences in yield.   Some of the differ-
ences in yield may be due to variations in the percentages of completed followup of persons
referred to physicians.   In the poorest State, a diagnosis was obtained on only  56 percent of the
persons referred to physicians, while the best State approximated 100 percent complete follow-
up.    For all projects 78.4 percent of the referrals were completed to a reported disposition.
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